
Federal Communications Commission·
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The Honorable H. James Saxton
U.S. House of Representatives
339 Cannon House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515-3003

Dear Congressman Saxton:
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Thank you for your letter of November 22, 1996, on behalf of your constituent, E. B. Pullen,
Chief of Police, Township of Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey. Chief Pullen expresses the
support of the Little Egg Harbor Township Police Department for the Commission's recent
proposal on policies for developing the initial digital television (DTV) channel allotments.
Chief Pullen also supports the concept of reallocating television channels 60-69 and making a
portion of that spectrum available for public safety use. Chief Pullen, however, has expressed
concern with the DTV channel planning and how it may impact the public safety
communications systems currently operating 10 New Jersey and Pennsylvania on television
channels 19 and 20.

In the Sixth Further Notice of Proposed RulemakinR (Notice) in the digital TV (DTV)
proceeding, MM Docket No. 87-268, the Commission stated that it is considering a spectrum
option for digital TV that would permit the eventual recovery of 138 megahertz of spectrum
nationwide. This spectrum would be obtained from the lower VHF channels, i.e., channels 2
6 (54-72 MHz and 76-88 MHZ), and upper UHF channels,~, 52-69 (698-806 MHz). The
Commission further noted that this option may facilitate the early recovery of a portion of this
spectrum. For example. it may be possible to recover 60 MHz of spectrum almost
immediately from the hand 74fl-806 MHz, i.e., UHF channels 60-69. while protecting the
relatively few full-serVice analog and digital broadcasters in that spectrum.

In the Noliee. the Commission stated that while it does not intend to decide whether to
reallocate channels 60-69 in the DTV proceeding, it nonetheless recognizes that there are
other uses for this spectrum. For example. this spectrum could he licensed for flexible mobile
operations: a portion of it could be used to meet public safety needs; and/or a portion could
he designated temporarily or permanently for low power TV and TV translator stations. If
such an early recovery were to occur, we would initiate a separate allocation proceeding to
decide how this spectrum should be used.

The Commission's plan for allotment of DTV channels would maintain the channels currently
used for land mobile operations in a number of major markets, including channels 19 and 20
in the Philadelphia and adjacent New Jersey region. While our draft DTV Table would
provide for use of channel 21 in Vineland, New Jersey, and channel 18 in Secaucus, New
Jersey, we believe that engineering solutions are available for avoiding interference between
DTV and land mohile operations on adjacent frequencies. At the same time, we understand
the potential for interference hetween existing land mobile services and new DTV operations
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in the PhiladelphialNew Jersey region. Please be assured that we are carefully evaluating all
available alternatives for maintaining the interests of land mobile operators as well as
broadcasters as we develop the DTV Table of Allotments.

We will also include a copy of your letter in MM Docket No. 87-268. Thank you again for
your interest in this matter.

Richard M. Smith
Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
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It has come to my attention that your office was recently contacted by the Chief of
Police of Little Egg Harbor Township (NJ) regarding a proposal to make a portion of UHF
spectrum available for public safety use. I have enclosed a copy of Chief Pullen's letter for
your immediate review.

As the Chiefs letter points out, there is currently an urgent need in many parts of
the country for additional public safety radio channels. And, in our northeast region, there
are no additional radio channels available for the expansion of the existing systems nor for
the implementation of new ones.

The spectrum within channels 60-69 is ideal for public safety use.

On behalf of Little Egg Harbor, specifically, and the entire Third Congressional
District, generally, I respectfully urge the Commission to reallocate the current UHF
broadcast television channels 60-69 and make a portion of that spectrum available for
public safety use.

erel)' ,

Jim Saxton
Member of Congress
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Sec.retary. FCC
1919 M. Street, NW
Room 222 '
Washington. DC 20554

POLICE DEPAAlMENT

Township of Little Egg Harbor
7 GIFFORD ROAD

LITTLE EGG HARBOR. NEW JERSfY 08087

EME~NCY 911
tm-29W666
FPY. ~·29604025

Re: Advanced Television Syst~n

and their impact upon the
£xisting Television Broadcast Service

MM Docket No. 87-268
Six~h Further Notice 96--317

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Little Egg Harbor Twp. Police t>~p.:.lt'tmcnt iJ1sll(;~ lo express its strong support for
Federal Communications CommissIon ~ctilln to rc~lloca(e the current UHF broadcast
telev1aion channels 60-69 and make 3 portion of that spectrum available for public
safety use. The first step in th~ process is rc;:tllocation of UHF channels 60-69 as
proposed by your staff in the :lbove refcrence::J digit:'!l television proceeding.

There is currently an urgent [l~ed In ~aay rdrl~ o~ the country for additional public
safety radio channels. The Public s~rcty Wir~lp5~ Advisory Committee (PSWAC).
co-sponsored by the FCC and th.:; NllA. rC:L.::ntly rl'}C..l:;cd its "Final Repor~lI I.1h1ch
found that public safety ~g~ndcs ll<":l!d .:J.t l~.J."l ?.S KHZ of additional spectrum right
now for tnteroperabl11ty. oJ.t ll·.:J.::.l 2:> ~mz '01 j t 1I1n [lVll ye;J.rs and an additional 70 MHZ
within the nex~ flfte~n years.

Little Egg Harbor Twp. Police Department 3ere~~ Yith the PSWAC findings. In our area
of the country there are no adJ 1l ~ond j :- .J(': i ,l C: .. :I[lC I:; .Iva i.l:lble for the expansion of
exist1ng systems nor for the 1mpll'r.lenl~tJ..Ull uJ '.l"\.! olle:>. Those of us having a mandate
to provide life and property prot~ct i0L cUIlI:llunir.:.lt Lons serv ices are stifled by the lack
of spectrum. Only immediate FCC ..,Let ion .lll m;.;k1ae: aV.:lilable new spectrum can help
alleviate the problems faced by the 1.1tt te El;g ILubor Twp. Police Department and many
other public safety agencies ~round the nation.

The spectrum within channels bU-09 i$ iJea! for :JubLic safety U:ile. This block 6£ UHF
channels is adjacent to th~ ROO HilI'. moll I:.,! LHll.Ll fr~quencili!S heavily used by public
safety agencies.

While l.1e support the allocat.ion o[ ~c.lJit:;,on:ll 800 MH~ spectrum for public safety. we
also iiLlert thlit C0Dlll11ssion to prohle{ll~; wi~.r. the current nTV channel planning :u it affQcts
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Re: Advanced Television :':;ystlOI

and their impact upon tht.:
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MM Docket No. 87-268
Sixrh Furrher Notice 96-317

land mobile users of the 500 MHz "hJ("cd TV 1·~1.11~[j,.:ls 19 '-lnd 20 in the New Jersey and
Eastern Pennsylvania ~re~.

Little Egg Harbor Tup. Policl.: Depcln:nult l~ (l~r (('ne ly lice:nsed to operate public-safety
radio cOlllll\unications on frt::qu(~ncj.c::, dc!~vul fl,lm tht. sh;lr1ng of the TV channels under
47 eFR. Part 90. Subpart L, ,~uLhvrI ~.lt lUll :0 l ill: H.:md 470-512 MHz (UHF-TV Sharing) of
the FCC Rules. Two radio channel:; in chi::. b... nc. [1I"ovule the delivery of life saving
and property p~otection servic~~ uf two pulice ~g~nci~s to a population of approximately
17,000 citi~ens and workers locdred in A 50 ~qu~re mile area of Ne~ Jersey.

This 24 hour per day, publ.1c-:.",ldy 1"Wl.'·.', "". i.ll:-"l.llJcd .Jt a cost of $200,000+
of taxpayers' money. is esocntLd Ie> P"'-;ll"':lll" L!lI.. !l.:~lt!l and l.1elf:l.re of the general
public. The Commission's prllpos;IJ tu Jl1L, .... :-,' "tUJ.UL.Jst stations to operate on adjacent
TV channels lB and 21 fr~qucncit.:s in S~C-1"'c-":,, J::J VLnc13.nd. New Jersey ~ould create
harmful interference to our )lubJi.c. ;;J:ccy cco~'lunlC:ltions, thus jeopardizing our ability
to deliver the life safet)' anJ property j>rc)(,C;: ;"n ,,('[vice::; to which we are bound by
law or charter.

We call to the attenrion of Lh.;,; C()mmiss~llr. th.J:" :":Ie c..lu.;kl:t i.denrifies separation of the
proposed TV station from th(; center of t!:c ;r:lIL 1,;!:J ;,rc,l, in this instance Philadelphia,
PA, as les6 then the tcchnil.:.dJ y Jrpropr 1..Jt L' 1: L ~i 1":5 between the broadcast operation
site and the nearesc adjacent ch..wr:<.:l Lllld mubil," si.te. In facc, channel 18 in Se.ocucus,
New Jersey will be less chan 80 mil~s from c~nt~r city Philadelphia. Channel 21 in
Vineland would be located just ~ lit lie over Jl miles from ccnt:er city. However, w~

- ..---.- f icat:ionsrespectfully remind you ttnt: t:h,' :Jl1uc.lt,on I,), '.\O;L of Ll~l'. public 5:1 ety commun
, I d'· 50 mile radiUS of ~he

chii.nn~16 derived from TV ch'lnne:]c; ]<j •• nJ 21) (.~::.")\,, Out.W;lr l,n i.l "50
., t·" ' .... l' • ll'~ l'r~nted w;livilr6 of ~hiscenter of the urbanized ::l.re::l. \·'ll"l.,vr, l H.: \ "~""IO. 1)1. ~~ '" w ~

. 'f 1, 'xpanding the radius to a.,mile rule" in $upport of pub1l.L ;••d L:Ly "I'I-rol III L" urL Il;( " d h
, ,,1 1 Ie -nsed operar.1ons an t ~

llluch a5 &0 miles. :rhu~ the tl i:;l,II1<':" f [UII L.;" U;fll:l1l Y c id r bly l~ss ,,~

d dj DTV chonneJ j.' nor thv (\C' i.:'.,: 1.:0 :ni\.es, but cons ea·propose a ace-nt - -
ilvldenced below.

,'. t ch:,nncl 20 tor land lIobtle .ervlcc

t he Commi.5ion lIol tu cJ 1;n~llJtL' U. - •.l~l n'-' ,'W h:IV\' lliplementtd operation. on
also urge " JtllJll<..-,;~fcl/ <> ~ L_p
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Our radio system, which oper;lr,·' {,II ,h ,n" (' 1 .. ' l,.1\ >Jt rv cr.3nnel ltH~l) in
impacted by incerferencc f (IHlJ ~ I I': "I' J ,,: , ••••" ~dlJr~ ~llJt t;S of t.h1~ proposed urV

d) N J r · 'J ·ll~l". I~"",·))'I.~,: 1 11 dSecaucus(V1nelan , C'oJ f::>l:. .~ (" 1_')I)_)C1W). Our current yean... 8
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.iecret-ury. FCC
1919 M. Street, NW
Room 222
Washington. DC 20554

Re: Advanced Television Sy~tl;'m

and their impact upon th,",
Existing Television Broadcl:>c S2rv iCe

HM Docket No. 87-268
Sixth Further Notice 96-317

We respectfully ask you to ClJn:;,id~t tr.(;: i.:np;H:t of this proceeding on the public-safety
entities operating on 'IV channel::; 1.9 3(',,1 :W. '';.lth no other channel availability. where
in the radio spectrum would th<..:Y muve? Whu wo\:.ld p;ly for thiS? Is it fair and
appropriate to expect the 10c::11 t~IX ba::;2 tl) .\h"('1I-h such a mandJ.te? Is this c.ompliant
with Congressional mandates?

Little Eig Harbor 'Iwp. Police [lL!p.nlillt:nt ut1;L":; th~ COlTUllission to act expeditiously and
favorable in this matter.

Sincerely,

~ud-
E. B. Pullen
Chief of Police
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